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South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting Thursday 5th December at 7.00 pm at Ridge Village Hall
Present: Cllr Cathy McCaffrey, Cllr Chris Myers, Cllr Mark Hedison, Natalie Curran, Clerk
Guest: Cllr Christian Grey of Hertsmere Borough Council, 12 members of the public. 
Ref 24/25:
65. As Cllr McCaffrey was unwell, Cllr Myers Chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone
66. Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Becker and Cllr Bania and were ACCEPTED. 
67. There were no declarations of Councillors’ interests pertaining to Agenda items.
68. The minutes of the last meeting and were accepted and Cllr Caffrey signed them.
Finance: 
69. It was NOTED that SM&RPC has now signed a new lease for South Mimms Village Hall for a peppercorn rent to Hertsmere for 5 years.
70. It was NOTED that Hertsmere have announced the Tax Base for the upcoming financial year will be increased from the current 450.6 to 461 in 2025/2026 and budgets for next year can now be calculated.  
71. The expected quotation from Vital Operations Ltd for the IT infrastructure cabling at South Mimms Village Hall to expand internet coverage to all parts of the building (CIL expenditure) had not been received in time for the meeting, as a further site visit was required to determine if the hall had multiple electrical circuits or just one (in which case there was a cheaper option). Outline APPROVAL was granted for the works up to £1000. 
72. It was NOTED that the CIL funds spent on the work on the South Mimms Hall floor are all being refunded in full by Hertsmere who have also installed all new windows, doors and programable heating.
73. It was NOTED that Griggs Ltd have offered to construct the Community Garden at the rear of South Mimms Hall free of charge, meaning that the £750 grant from Hertsmere can be spent on a bench and plants.

Planning:
74. No notifications of new applications have been published since the last meeting. 
Planning enforcement updates from the Clerk:  The owners of the land next to Romani House have applied to the High Court to determine if the National Planning Inspector made a legal error in his judgement against them, in which case they could have matters re-opened. Hertsmere’s legal team have said that it is highly unlikely that the High Court would determine that the NPI had made a mistake and they believe the proceedings to be a delaying tactic only.
The house in Blanche Lane that was built too high and too deep – formal enforcement with remediation options have now been served as the  owners agents failed to follow up on offers of meetings with Hertsmere.  

Other Notices:

75. Carols round the tree at South Mimms Village Hall (not the White Hart) followed by refreshments is on 15th December. 

76. It was NOTED that there is no meeting in January, so the next meeting will be held at South Mimms Village Hall on Thursday 6th February at 7pm followed by March 6th at Ridge Village Hall, being the last meeting of the Council Year




77. Public questions or remarks: 
When there was rubbish that could have been recycled from the SM Hall building works, why did Hertsmere waste services say that the Parish Council would have to a) pay to have to pay to have it removed and that b) the waste couldn’t be recycled. ACTION Clerk to email Cllr Myers with details. 


Signed: _________________________________________________Date:________________
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