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South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council
Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 6th March at 7.00 pm at Ridge Village.
2024/25 Ref:
Present: Cllr Chris Myers (Chairing), Cllr Ralph Bania, Cllr Daniel Becker, Natalie Curran, Clerk.
Members of the public in person and on zoom.

85) Cllr Myers welcomed everyone and thanked them for attending.
86) Apologies for absence – Cllr Cathy McCafrey. 
87) No declarations of Councillors’ interests pertaining to Agenda items were given.
88) The minutes of the last meeting (February 2025) were approve.
89) The resignation of Cllr Mark Hedison was noted. Cllr Myers thanked Mr Hedison for all his hard work for the Council. The resignation had already been passed to Hertsmere Election Services who had issued the requisite legal notices. It was noted that if a full election is not demanded by 10 or more residents, then Expression of Interest for Co-Option can be submitted to the Clerk from 15th March.  
90) The provisional dates for the meetings of the next Council Year were noted.
91) The formation of a Working Party to discuss ramifications of the devolution of County and Borough Councils to a Unitary Authority was discussed but deferred until more information is available. 
92) The online Zoom broadcast from the meeting was forced to end at this point after an induvial in a mask rudely interrupted the session. The session continued online being recorded and the induvial then proceeded to commit and act of indecent exposure.  This has been reported to the police and the video evidence shared.

93) Finance: 
There were no items to agree

94) Planning: 
The following planning applications were noted:

a. 11 Blanche Lane South Mimms Ref. No: 25/0248/CLP Conversion of loft to habitable space including rear dormer, 4x side roof lights, 3x front roof lights, and 1x window to side elevation under permitted development rights.  .

b. 15 Blanche Lane South Mimms Ref. No: 25/0214/CLP Demolition of existing single storey rear extension and partial demolition of garage. Construction of single storey side extension and replacement single storey rear extension to garage under permitted development rights. 

c. 40 Blackhorse Lane South Mimms, Ref. No: 25/0206/HSE Conversion of loft to habitable space to include rear dormer with Juliet balcony and 1 x front roof light. Construction of a single storey front and side extension to create new front porch, first floor rear extension, alterations to fenestration, and relocation of gas metre.

d. 19 Cecil Cottages St Albans Road South Mimms Ref. No: 25/0199/HSE Erection of front porch, part single part two storey side extension, and single storey rear extension. 







e. Goose Farm Crossoaks Lane Ridge Ref. No: 25/0204/FU Re-development of the site to include demolition of existing self-contained flat and private stables, and erection of detached 5-bed dwelling with associated landscaping and bin store.   This was discussed at length with representations from the land owner who stressed the point that this was to be a family home for the current owners.

f. The clerk noted an additional application that had been received from Hertsmere (after the agenda was issued) with a request for consultation by the Parish Council:  

25/0218/CLE Stilegate Stables Blanche Lane South Mimms Potters Bar. Retrospective application to extend the use from an Equestrian Centre with agricultural and forestry use to include Sui Generis business activities, and retrospective road improvements. Certificate of lawful development (Existing).  This follows an investigation by Hertsmere Planning Enforcement.
This application was discussed at length, with representations from the owner’s agent.  Residents and Councillors were concerned about the large HGVs using the site regularly during the day. The vehicles are not suitable for the residential roads in the village. Furthermore, Cllr Bania has ascertained that there is a traffic order for weight limits for the area which the grab lorries exceed. Many residents felt that the conversion from equine to industrial use was not suitable within the Ridge conservation area particularly given the type of vehicles needed at the site and that the location of the site meant that all vehicles had to enter and exit via either South Mimms or Ridge Villages since the other end of Blanche Lane no longer connect to Barnet Bypass. Action: Clerk to respond to consultation request.

10. Planning enforcement
The site next to Romani House has been served with notice that if they do not vacate the site in the next six weeks that the offence they are charged with will change from a civil to a criminal offence. At that stage the Police will be called to force eviction.  Clerks note post meeting: the Parish Council is now in receipt of a written copy of the above-mentioned traffic order which includes the area of this site. This means that any third party vehicles entering the site are also in breach of this regulation. 

11. Other Notices: 
None received at time of issue. 

12. Date of the next meeting:   
Thursday 3rd April 2025 at South Mimms Village Hall at 7pm, this being the Parish Council AGM and the annual Meeting of the persons of the Parish. 



Signed -----------------------------------------------------------Dated------------------------------------------
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