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South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting 26th June 2025 Ridge Village Hall 7pm
Present: Cllr Chris Myers (Chairing), Cllr Neil Johnson, Cllr Ralph Bania, Cllr Danial Becker 
Cllr Cathy McCaffrey via zoom
Guest: Cllr Nik Oakley, who is the Hertsmere portfolio holder for planning and infrastructure issues.  Approx 10 members of the public
Min. Ref 25/26:
21. Chairperson of the meeting, Cllr Chris Myers, welcomed everyone.
22. Apologies for absence – none, Cllr McCafrey was on-line. 
23. No declarations of Councillors’ interests pertaining to Agenda items declared.
24. The minutes of the last meeting (May 2025) were approved and signed.

25. Finance:  
a. 2024/25 year end accounts, having been audited by Brayan & Spencer Associates, Chartered Accountants, were APPROVED and the AGAR was signed by the Chair of the meeting and the Clerk / Finance Officer for sending to the external auditor (PFK Littlejohn).  

b. Having been gifted a projector by Elstree & Borehamwood Town Council approval was sort for the purchase of a pull-down screen so that films nights can be held at South Mimms Village Hall. Cost c£350 from CIL - APPROVED.


26. Planning: 
a. Retention of wall and gate, White Oaks, Wash Lane South Mimms, Cllr McCaffrey confirmed that the side space for horses is wide enough and that she has the code for the gate if required, The clerk has asked Hertsmere for confirmation that the code has been made available to emergency services.

b. It was note that SM&RPC have already lodged major concerns to the pre application environmental consultation for a significant Solar Farm between Ridge and Shenley. This has been done to both Hertsmere and external consultants. 

c. Cllr Nik Oakley gave an update on the Solar Farm application (not received yet) and gave advice to those present on what could be valid grounds for objection. Two residents reported that they are directly affected due to the position of their properties, which are listed, and that they have existing access rights to parts of the land. It was confirmed that solar farms do not bring forward CIL money, only S106 benefits.






27. Planning enforcement
Updates were received from Cllr Nik Oakley, on Romani House Site in South Mimms (full compliance deadline is 13/07/2025), Goose Farm, Green Valley Farm, Chapel Hall, and Stilegate Stud. Two Hertsmere Officers have been assigned to the Ridge cases and active investigations are underway. In terms of the volume of HGVs that are accessing these sites, in contravention of the 7.5t weigh limit, a multi-agency group is being instigated that will bring in environmental health, the police and Enforcement and Licensing Teams at the Borough Council.  

28. Other Notices: 
a. Cllr Bania noted that the planning application for a house (replacing existing buildings) at land on ones of the farms had been approved.
b. A member of the public asked Cllr Myers for clarification on some Potters Bar issues, including the increasing spread of HMOs.  


29. Date of the next meeting:   
The next meeting will be at South Mimms Village Hall on either 4th or 11th September at 7pm depending on availability of Councillors. 
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