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South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council
Thursday 11th September Minutes
Present: Cllr Cathy McCaffrey (Chairperson), Cllr Ralph Bania, Cllr Neil Johnson.  
Clerk: Natalie Curran.  10 members of the public in person and 2 on Zoom


30. The Chairperson of the meeting greeted everyone and thanked them for attending.
31. Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Becker who was away on business and Cllr Myers who was unwell.  
32. There were no declarations of Councillors’ interests pertaining to Agenda items. 
33. The minutes of the last meeting (27 June 2025)were approved and signed by the Chairperson.

34. Finance:  
· No items for approval.  
35. Planning: 
a. An update on Solar Farm Campaign was received from resident Daniel Spendlove.  The land is owned by the Byng family as part of Wrotham Estate. Interested residents are being assisted by Claire Newham who helped Aldenham residents fight of a similar application last year. Mr Spendlove outlined responses of statutory consultees received so far, which include Highways (who say that the access road is too narrow), The Fire Brigade, various wildlife groups etc.  The Clerk confirmed that the Hertsmere Heritage Officer has stated that the land has been agricultural as far as cartographic records go back (post medieval), which helps against this land being classified as ‘grey belt’. The plans presented by Enviromena give no detail of how the site would even connect to the National Grid so would appear to have insufficient detail for Hertsmere to fully review. Mr Spendlove said that the Campaign Group would be submitting their formal objection soon and said that one of the group (possibly him) would be speaking at the planning committee meeting in due course. 

b. The Clerk reported that 80 people had now signed the petition against Whitbread’s plans to turn the Premier Inn site into a distribution warehouse.  The additional HGV traffic that this site would attract was discussed. The Clerk and Chair reported on their meeting with Whitbread, where they had laid out the issues, but had received very little back in the way of an indication of flexibility in their plans or any acknowledgement that they cared that the plans would be detrimental to the village. Whitbread did however concede to have a further transport review undertaken after the narrowness of the mini roundabout (and the fact that lorries have repeatedly destroyed it already) was explained.

c. The Clerk read out the list of all current planning applications for the Parish and no public objections were received.

36. Planning Enforcement:
The Clerk gave an update on 
a. Land next to  Romani House – a company called Brika Ltd have been reportedly engaged by the sites owners to clear the site and Hertsmere Enforcement have made 2 visits to the site to monitor progress. In the meantime, Hertsmere await appointment of bailiffs by the High Court.
b. Stilegate Stud has been investigated by the Environment Agency, and the case is now with their Criminal Investigations Team. The subletting of other Ridge farms that are owned by Hertfordshire County Council for unregulated waste transfer has been referred by Ward Councillor Natalie Susman to HCC for investigation. 

37. Community Issues:
The creation of a paid role for a Community Officer 7 ½  hours a week to cover duties the Clerk (who is also the Finance Officer) doesn’t have sufficient time for was considered and APPROVED. Cllr Myers had submitted a statement of his support in advance.  The Clerk will now draw up a job description and invite expression of interest. This will be offered on a self-employed contract basis, initially for a fixed period.  This will cover the interim period while the Parish Council awaits greater detail of the additional responsibilities it will receive post the devolution of Hertfordshire County Council and the merger of Hertsmere with at least 3 and possibly many more Boroughs to form a Unitary Authority. Final details of whether Hertfordshire will have two, three, or four Unitary Authorities won’t be known until November. After which time the work on how powers might be devolved will start. 

38. Other Notices: 
· An additional section of the A1 Barnet Bypass south of Bignells Corner will have the speed limit reduced from 70 to 50 miles an hour. 

39. Date of the next meeting:   
The next meeting will be at Ridge Village Hall on Thursday 2nd October at 7pm followed by 6th November at South Mimms, then 4th December in Ridge.. 
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