South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council
Chairmans Annual Speech to Residents – April 2026

The Parish Council has seen another busy year to March 2026.  
Following the resignation of Daniel Becker, we were required to hold an election, which happily saw the return of Mark Hedison to the Council.
We have also appointed two new members of staff. Bobbie Wanless as our Community Officer, has now taken over all the running of South Mimms village hall and has managed to double revenues, more than paying for her time. 
Bobbie has also started a comprehensive series of community events which have already included a Halloween Film party, the much expanded Christmas Tree Fair and a Quiz Night. 
Bobbie is also bringing back the Youth Group which has been missing from the village for about 10 years now and has very ambitious plans for a Village Fair Day that will be run in conjunction with the school.

We have also recently appointed Wendy Martin as an Office Assistant for our Clark who will be helping on some of the day to day issues and bookkeeping, allowing Natalie to be involved in more strategic developments like The Local Plan.

Whilst the last year has seen much in terms of major planning application in the area, the Parish Council would like to remind residents that we are NOT a planning authority and our remit is to ensure that, should applications go ahead, that as much community benefit as possible is realised. 
To that end, the White Hart pub has now been confirmed as returning to local community ownership once the extensive refurbishments have been completed.  The building will not remain a Hertsmere asset and is expected to be owned by a Special Purpose Vehicle Company in which the Parish Council is the main shareholder, this similar legal set-up to a project already developed by Elstree Town Council.   What was the main bar of the pub will be a community space, with café where we can run all manner of services from. Given the heritage of the building and the place it holds in residents’ hearts, we consider this a very positive outcome.  
With the upcoming dissolution of Hertfordshire County Council and the as yet unclear outcome on the formation of a Unitary Authority with Hertsmere merging with a number of other Councils, it is more important than ever that the Parish Council actively looks to support the direct and local provision of services to residents and a base at the White Hart will allow us to do that. Shenley Parish Council are building a new Community Hub, but we will not need to do this as we will have the White Hart.

Finally, I would like to thank all residents who take the time to engage with the Parish Council and particularly those who take the time to regularly attend meetings.
