South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council
                     Annual Meeting Thursday 16th April 2026 Minutes 

Part 1 – 7.00 pm
Present: Cllr Ralph Bania, Cllr Cathy McCaffrey, Cllr Neil Johnson
Natalie Curran, Clerk and Wendy Martin, Admin Assistant 

Apologies for absence Cllr Chris Myers and Cllr Mark Hedison

Ref 2026/27
1. Cllr Ralph Bania was nominated as Chairperson for the next Council Year by Cllr McCaffrey and this was seconded by Cllr Johnson.  Cllr Myers had previously indicated his willingness to remain as the Deputy Chairperson and was so nominated by Cllr Johnson and this was seconded by Cllr McCaffrey
Having been elected Cllr Bania chaired the remainer of the meeting.
2. The following payment of annual subscriptions was agreed:
· Membership subscription - Hertfordshire Association of Parish and Town Councils
· Public Liability insurance premium 
· Registration fee - Office of the Information Commissioner (GDPR) 
· Website and email hosting, plus software licenses 
· Village Halls Internet and telephone,

3. There were no deeds or trust investments in the custody of the Council to inspect
4. All existing policies of the Parish Council pertaining to its operation as publicised on its website were renewed. 
5. A new Scheme of Delegation for the day-to-day running of all Council matters was approved and this is also on the website in the Policy section. 
6. Cllr Bania read out a revised version of the Parish Council’s Mission Statement (which had been circulated ahead of the meeting) and all Councilors present voted to adopt this being:

The purpose as the Parish Council is to promote and represent the best overall community, social and economic interests of the electoral Parish of South Mimms & Ridge, enabling residents and business owners to have their voices heard, to facilitate and co-ordinate the access of services at Borough and County level. 
This is done without bias, so that the community can develop and thrive as a successful, safe and caring place to live and work.  The Parish Councilors are volunteers elected by the residents to undertake this responsibility and aim to help support and enhance community life for current residents and future generations.
The Parish Council promotes healthy debate and encourages individual opinions, in return, we request that the community that we represent, work with us in a professional and courteous manner.
.
7. It was noted that the appointed External Auditor for Hertsmere Parishes is PFK Littlejohn LLP again this year. BSA Associates of Borehamwood has been appointed as the Internal Auditor for South Mimms and they will sign off our submission. The AGAR forms will be presented to the Council for approval and signing by the Chairman when completed.

Part 2
8. The minutes of the March 2026 meeting were approved and signed.
9. No declarations of interests pertaining to agenda items were received. 
10. A planning application was noted but received no public representations.   

· 14 Brookside, South Mimms – single story rear extension 26/0326/HSE . 

11. It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to meet on the 1st Thursday of each month except August and January at 7pm, with venues alternating between South Mimms and Ridge Village Halls. The next meeting will be 7th May at Ridge Village Hall.

Part 3 – Annual Meeting of the Parish Residents
12. The Chairperson’s statement on the activities of South Mimms & Ridge Parish Council in the last Council Year was given by Cllr Bania, with comments regarding future events in 2026:

“The Parish Council has seen another busy year to March 2026.  
Following the resignation of Daniel Becker, we were required to hold an election, which happily saw the return of Mark Hedison to the Council.
We have also appointed two new members of staff. Bobbie Wanless as our Community Officer, has now taken over all the running of South Mimms village hall and has managed to double revenues, more than paying for her time. 
Bobbie has also started a comprehensive series of community events which have already included a Halloween Film party, the much expanded Christmas Tree Fair and a Quiz Night. 
Bobbie is also bringing back the Youth Group which has been missing from the village for about 10 years now and has very ambitious plans for a Village Fair Day that will be run in conjunction with the school.

We have also recently appointed Wendy Martin as an Office Assistant for our Clark who will be helping on some of the day to day issues and bookkeeping, allowing Natalie to be involved in more strategic developments like The Local Plan.

Whilst the last year has seen much in terms of major planning application in the area, the Parish Council would like to remind residents that we are NOT a planning authority and our remit is to ensure that, should applications go ahead, that as much community benefit as possible is realised. 
To that end, the White Hart pub has now been confirmed as returning to local community ownership once the extensive refurbishments have been completed.  The building will not remain a Hertsmere asset and is expected to be owned by a Special Purpose Vehicle Company in which the Parish Council is the main shareholder, this similar legal set-up to a project already developed by Elstree Town Council.   What was the main bar of the pub will be a community space, with café where we can run all manner of services from. Given the heritage of the building and the place it holds in residents’ hearts, we consider this a very positive outcome.  
With the upcoming dissolution of Hertfordshire County Council and the as yet unclear outcome on the formation of a Unitary Authority with Hertsmere merging with a number of other Councils, it is more important than ever that the Parish Council actively looks to support the direct and local provision of services to residents and a base at the White Hart will allow us to do that. Shenley Parish Council are building a new Community Hub, but we will not need to do this as we will have the White Hart.

Finally, I would like to thank all residents who take the time to engage with the Parish Council and particularly those who take the time to regularly attend meetings.”


13.  At the end of the official business of The Parish Council, public comments and questions were received regarding:
a. The plans for new homes in Blanche Lane in Ridge – Cllrs Bania, Johnson and the Clerk are meeting the promoters of the site next week to voice their deep concerns about the project.
b. Traffic issues with HGVs in Earls Lane etc, were discussed and Cllr Johnson explained that we is trying to get a meeting with Borough and County Councilors to discuss this and other environmental issues effecting the villages.
c. It was reported that Sullivans busses have again been turning round outside St Giles School rather than going all the way to Clare Hall, and one driver had been abusive when challenged on this by a resident.
d. Possible strategies to prevent verge parking by the War Memorial in South Mimms were discussed.
